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Maine Medical Center 
Emergency Department Nursing 

 
ED Protocol 

 
 

 
Assessment: 
 

Assessment 
 

Evidence 

Shortness of breath 
 

#1, page 1 

Productive cough (green or yellow sputum) #1, page 1 
 

High fever (greater than 38 p.o.) 
 

#3, page 1 

 
Contraindications 
 

Contraindications Evidence 
 

Under age 18 
 

#2, page 1 

Immunocompromised 
 

#2, page 1 
 

 
Treatments 
 

Treatment  Evidence 
 

CXR 
 
 

#3 

Oxygen if O2 saturation less than 92% 
 

#3 
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CBC, CMP, blood culture X2 
 
 

#1 and #3 
 

IV access (saline lock, buffered lidocaine) 
 

#4 

Antibiotic per MD order 
 

#1 
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