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Purpose 
Outline policy and procedure regarding candidacy, risk assessment and duration of waiting time for transplant 
aspirants pertaining to malignancy and kidney transplantation. 
 
Background 
Kidney Transplantation is the treatment of choice for end-stage renal disease. However, transplant recipients 
in general have standardized incident rates of all types of malignancy that is 2 to 3 times higher than the general 
population consequent on need for immunotherapy. Candidates with a history of prior malignancy who receive 
a transplant have a 30% higher risk of metastatic malignancy compared with candidates who are cancer free.  
 
Policy & Procedure 

1. Age appropriate cancer screening is required for all transplant candidates prior to transplantation 
a. Colonoscopy to those older than 45 years or younger according to family history. Either 

colonoscopy or high sensitivity stool based test may be utilized. All positive stool based tests 
need to be further evaluated by endoscopy. 

b. Prostate cancer screening for men older than 60 years 
c. PAP for all women age 21 and older 
d. Mammogram for all women over 40 years old or according to family risk 
e. Chest CT to evaluate for lung cancer in potential donors with long- term and current smoking 

history for those who meet US Preventative Task Force Guidelines:  
i. Annual screening for lung cancer with low-dose computed tomography (LDCT) in 

adults aged 55 to 80 years  with 
ii. 30 pack-year smoking history and  
iii. Currently smoke or have quit within the past 15 years. 
iv. Screening should be discontinued once a person has not smoked for 15 years or 

develops a health problem that substantially limits life expectancy or the ability or 
willingness to have curative lung surgery.  

 
2. Metastatic Malignancy constitutes an absolute contraindication for transplantation 

 
3. For patients with a history of prior malignancy now deemed in remission, the suggested cancer-free 

interval prior to transplantation is individualized based on patient and tumor characteristics. Maine 
Transplant Program follows published guidelines endorsed by the American Society of Transplantation 
or the American Society of Transplant Surgeons that are summarized in appendices A and B.  

 
4. For all other individual tumors not listed on prior addendum figure 1, the proposed waiting time 

recommendation will be made based on the following: 
a. Medical Oncology consultation to specifically estimate 5 year tumor recurrence rate and 

patient survival 
b. An online consultation may be obtained through the Israel Penn International Transplant 

tumor Registry for malignancies not referenced in the appendix 
 

Original Date: 5/15/17,  
Revised: 5/22/20, 5/5/21, 7/24/23 
 
Policy Champions: John P. Vella, MD, FACP, FRCP, FASN, FAST and Juan Palma-Vargas, MD 
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Appendix A: Summary of published guidelines for the minimum time interval between cancer diagnosis and 

treatment and transplantation 

Key: AST, American Society of Transplantation; B&D, Bunnapradist and Danovitch; CARI, Caring for Australasians with 

Renal Impairment; CST, Canadian Society of Nephrology; EBPG, European Best Practice Guidelines; MMOH, Malaysia 

Ministry of Health.  
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Reference: Batabyal et al. Transplantation 2012; 94: 703 
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Appendix B: Summary of published guidelines for the minimum time interval between cancer diagnosis and 

treatment and transplantation 

Source: Am. J. Transplant. 2021;21:460-474. 
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Appendix C: Summary of published guidelines for the minimum time interval between cancer diagnosis and 

treatment and transplantation 

Source: Am. J. Transplant. 2021;21:475-483. 
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