
COMPARING MEDICARE WELLNESS VISITS Preventative Physical Exam (PPE) 

VISIT Welcome to Medicare 
Initial Preventive 
Physical Examination 
(IPPE) 

Initial Wellness Visit 
(AWV) 

Subsequent 
Annual  
Wellness Visit  

Medicare Advantage 
(MA) AND PPE* 

Traditional Medicare  
 

WHEN Within the first 12 
months of enrollment 
into Medicare  

One year + One day 
after Medicare 
enrollment   

Annually  *Most pay for PPE 
and Wellness Visits 
performed on the 
same day (Check with 
MA plan) 
 

 

HOW OFTEN Covered once in a 
lifetime  

Covered once in a 
lifetime 

One year + 1 day 
from last Wellness 
Visit 

Annual or Calendar 
year (check with MA 
plan) 

N/A 

COVERAGE Medicare pays 100%  Medicare pays 100% Medicare Pay 
100% 

MA pays 100%  Not a covered service  

COMPONENTS  
That are the 
same   

IPPE & AWV  
• Review medical, family and social history  
• Review current medication and supplements 
• BP, height, weight, BMI  
• Screen for risk of depression and other mood disorders 
• Review functional ability and level of safety 
• Review hearing impairment  
• Provide preventive screening schedule  
• Address risk factors as identified  
• End-of-life planning 

A comprehensive 
“head-to-toe” physical 
exam  

That are 
different  

IPPE 
• Visual Acuity 

Screening  
• Screening EKG 

(Optional) 
 

AWV  
• Review Health Risk Assessment  
• List of Care Team (providers/suppliers)  
• Assess Cognitive Function  

Same for IPPE 
and AWV  

 

CODE  IPPE – 
CPT -  G0402 
ICD-10 – Z00.0 

CPT – G0438  Initial 
CPT – G0439 Subsequent  
ICD-10 – Z00.0 + all chronic conditions reviewed 

Same for IPPE 
and AWV  

Based on patient age 
(Refer to CPT)  


