
Communicable Disease Screening for Measles — Work Flow

Measles — Clinical Description Case Classification — Probable Case Classification — Confirmed

An acute illness characterized by: In the absence of a more likely diagnosis, an 
illness that meets the clinical description with: An acute febrile rash illness† with:

•	 Generalized, maculopapular rash lasting ≥3
days; and

•	 Temperature ≥101°F or 38.3°C; and
•	 Cough, coryza, or conjunctivitis.

•	 No epidemiologic linkage to a laboratory-
confirmed measles case; and

•	 Noncontributory or no measles laboratory
testing.

•	 Isolation of measles virus‡ from a clinical specimen; or
•	 Detection of measles-virus specific nucleic acid‡ from a clinical specimen using

polymerase chain reaction; or
•	 IgG seroconversion‡ or a significant rise in measles immunoglobulin G antibody‡ using

any evaluated and validated method; or
•	 A positive serologic test for measles immunoglobulin M antibody‡§; or
•	 Direct epidemiologic linkage to a case confirmed by one of the methods above.

† Temperature does not need to reach ≥101°F/38.3°C and rash does not need to last ≥3 days. 
‡ Not explained by MMR vaccination during the previous 6-45 days. 
§ Not otherwise ruled out by other confirmatory testing or more specific measles testing in a public health laboratory

MMC:

Monday-Friday:207-662-2550

Off Hours: 207-956-2354
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207-283-7326; 207-283-7894;207-283-7604

Off hours: 207-468-4204

Pen Bay 207-301-8492 Waldo 

207-505-4870 MidCoast 207-373-6519 

Lincoln Health 207-563-4385 Western 

Maine Health 207-744-6138 Franklin 

207-779-2508 Memorial 603-356-5461 
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REPORT PROBABLE CASE

1 Notify Facility Infection Prevention Department. Facility Contact Numbers:

Advise patient on self care activities 
Advise patient on need for home quarantine

YES

NO

YES

Manage per 
routine

Manage per routine

Confirmed 
Probable Case

PHONE CALL
Case identified through phone screening 
Patient at Home

AMBULATORY
Case identified through walk-in ambulatory 
Patient at location

•	 Immediately have patient don a well-fitting mask. Instruct patient to keep mask
on at all times

•	 If no negative pressure room available, move patient to exam room and close the
door; otherwise, place patient immediately in negative pressure room

•	 If not in negative pressure room, move patient outdoors as quickly as possible

Clinical staff further assess patient using case definition

Patient requesting office appointment?

Does patient need  
to be seen

Manage over the phone 
Advise patient on self care activities 

Advise patient on need for home quarantine

Instruct patient to 
present to emergency 

department

Collect names of all persons in shared air space 
prior to patient being placed in isolation or 

donning mask (provide to Infection Prevention)

Is patient sick enough to warrant hospitalization?

Clinical staff further assess patient using case definition

YES

YES

NO

NO
NO

Confirmed 
Probable Case

Advise patient on self care activities 
Advise patient on need for home quarantine

Contact emergency department to alert them pending patient’s arrival

Once the patient vacates the room, 
close the door and do not re-enter 

the room for at least 2 hours without 
appropriate respiratory protection.

Initiate measles rule-out order set

Report probable case as outlined below

• Meet patient outdoors, if possible, and have patient don well-
fitting mask prior to entering the facility

• Immediately escort patient to negative pressure room for
further evaluation

YES

NOIs patient sick enough to warrant hospitalization?

Admit to negative 
pressure isolation room

Initiate measles rule-out order set

Report probable case as outlined below

CASE 
IDENTIFICATION

PATIENT 
MANAGEMENT

DIAGNOSIS

2  Report to state health department

•	 All suspect cases of measles in Maine should be reported immediately by phone to the
Maine CDC at 1-800-821-5821

•	 All suspect cases of measles in New Hampshire should be reported immediately by
phone to the NH Department of Health at 603-271-4496 (business hours) 603-271-
5300 (after hours)


